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|What is technically a meme? 

bote: Only image type memes will be covered. 

meme is usually a non-technical classification of specific images type by Internet users. Those 
lictures usually serve the purpose of telling a joke (usually accompagned with text) or is just a plain 
licture or photo that is considered so because of its ’weird’ content. Memes are usually used on social 
Imedia such as Facebook, Twitter, Reddit, Discord etc... While memes do indeed come into multiple 
Ifonnat only image type memes will be analysed in depths. A memes can also be contextual or not 
(contextual, especially if a certain event or contreversy is happening (aslso called 'circlejerks' and 
[bandwagon’. 


What define the "dankness" of a meme? 

ISome internet users (notably on Reddit) attribute the title of'dank' to certains memes. It is usually by 
|the way of commentarial consensus (upvoted comment, voting system of Reddit) in which the others 
rsers agree it is dank. What exactly makes a meme dank is seemingly abstract and since memes are As | 
lit is mostly a subjective value, we won’t take it into account. 


Why? 


lYou are probably why in seven hells am I writing that and analysing memes. The answer is simple: 
(manipulation. The concept of memes is not widely kn own unlike the common belief but that dosen’t 
|matter if they don’t know it because regardless they are exposed to memes daily, notably Facebook 
rser, the most widely used social media platform. While memes in their very nature dosen't [normally] 
lave an intent of manipulation but regardless memes are a tool. Millions of internet users are exposed 
|to them and some users will inevitably use it for malicious and/or political intent. While one may very 
/ell be aware of this and questionnate the memes, a large demography, whom are mostly unaware of it 
land "consume" memes dailuy could very be easily manipulated. Memes are also know to have a lasting | 
impacts, "physical" memes such as ’dabbing’ and 'bottle flipping’ are still used by tennagers (especially 
ll2-15 years old ones), they are mostly doing it to look ’cool’ and this what I call sheeping. Sheeping is a| 
Iterm I use to describe a relatively large group of people that follow one action or opinions and don't 
([usually] question it, and do it solely because the others are doing it. A form of sheeping is what I 
(described earlier as ’bandwagon’ or ’circlejerk’ an example of this is the recent contreversy in Stars Wars| 
iBattlefront II micro transactions. While the nature of the subject/cause of the 'circlejerk / bandwagon’ is 
Inot inherently ’bad’ but the nature of sheeping itself is a weakness, the fact that you think it is the 'right' 
(opinion solely because it is the popular one without questionning could and will be very manipulable. 
|My intent of analysing memes in relation of this is because in order to get a memes to be propaged, it 
lave to be popular first, if memes are truly "paternisable" I will create the "neither void" regarding this 
|issue, meaning I will give both side the 'weapons' to do so and thus, both side won't have an intial 
(disadvantage. 



The "upvotage" average 


Before finding out common patern of memes, it is important to know who will conribute to the 
visibility of it. As you probably know, not everyone upvote/downvote post/comment on Reddit. Since I 
needed data to compare the views vs upvote average, I needed find data for it. Reddit don't let you see 
the views of post on reddits (unlesss you are the original poster) I had to find data that would be 
theorically relative to reddit. I ended up grabbing Imgur (web image hoster) data because it have a 
system very similar, while most memes on here are different than on reddit [most memes on reddit are 
hosted on Imgur but not in the public Imgur and thus, data regarding view is inaccesible] I decided to 
compare only the most upvoted post on different day of December 2017 around 7-8 hours AM East 
Coast (because this where the most pepole are active on the internet') The dats is fetched by saving the 
imaguur higest scoring image in html for better formating. 
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The percentage is the number of user that upvoted the image in relation to the numbers of view 
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Raw data: 

Now that we have collectected this data, we need to calculate the average. As I noticed that some have 
a abnormal hudge margin between view and upvote (they were probably linked to a socisal media), I 
decided to take it out to not mislead the calculus (those with 0%). The average turns out to be: 

Count: 600 
Sum: 4097 

Average: 4097 / 600 = 6.8283333333333 

(Tool used: ) 


In others words, only approximately 6.8% of viewers upvote the post/images they see, despite requiring 
only one click. 







































































































Fetching 'memetical' data 

[Now that we have the theoretical upvote average, we now need to indentify wich memes are more 
popular. 

There is multiples memes types and fonnat aswell as subject. On Reddit, you can see the amount of 
upvote a post (and thefore memes) have and wich ones are the most upvoted. My initial idea consisted 
of using google image with the domain filter ’Reddit.com’ but the result came it seemed to be mostly 
memes by recency and not necessary popular, hence why I chosen the previously mentionned method. 

On Reddit, there is what is called 'subreddits' wich are places where people make posts in relation with 
the subreddit theme and as you probably guessed by now, this include memes. First, I analyzed an 
high-trafic (because it is one of the default) sub-reddit: r/gaming, I gathered post that qualified as a 
meme according to the part earlier, I went through all the 7 newest (as of 2017-12-18) pages in the 
category ’best'. Next is data I collected during 2017, during said year I collected virtually every meme I 
saw. Most meme came from the memes channel in the RuneScape Wiki Discord, those were not 
necessarily RuneScape-related memes and covered a lot of different sub-reddit, most memes collected 
hitted the front page (meaning they were popular during a given timeframe) of their respective subs. 

The penultimate step is to classify said data, since most memes are not really classified by nature, I had 
to classify them in 139 different memetical categories. The categories cover three things: template, 
content and context. Most memes are usually based on previously published memes that got popular, 
hence creating a template and it is worth noting that some memes are ."unique" template-wise (in wich 
case wouldnt have a template category) Regarding the content, it is based on wich subject the meme 
evoke. For the context, this determines if it was in the context of a bandwagon/circle jerk or not. 


Helliosian memetical classifications 


comparative 

If it compare two or more more things. 

glitch displaying 

Display a glitch within a video-game. 

communism 

Is related to communism 

3D animation 

The meme itself is a three dimensional animation 
GIF 

Game mechanic mokery 

Mock a specific game mechanic, often by 
comparation to real life 

Game misc mokery 

Same as above but that is not a game mechanic 

Miscellanous mokery 

Mock a miscellanous thing 

Rekt 

Usually involve someone getting beaten 

abase (i.e you suck) 

Memre that abse others, usually opinion based 

interface manipulation 

Usually are produced using ’funny' given names 
in RPGs. 













irony 

DSomething that is ironic 

contradiction 

Something that contradict either something else 
or itself 

toxicness 

Involve toxicness fas presented in context) 

situational (tfw, mfw) 

Situationnal memes, usually involving someone 
in an unusual situation. 

check mate 

Meme that usually involve someone 
proving/disproving someone else ideologies 

not you 

A form of abase, but usually with video games 
itselves 

weird face 

Include a weird or unusual face 

depressive 

Meme that evoke depression [within givien 
context] 

self-reprimentation 

Usually involve someone whom abase themself 

sex oriented 

Have a relatively discrete implication of sex but 
not directly mentionned 

semi image macro 

Image with medium-sized captions [whom the 
joke usually lies within] 

game data manipulation 

The meme was produced with game data 
manipulation (i.e ROM hacks) 

twitter-derived 

The meme itself is a picture of a tweet 

sexual 

Directly imply sex or sexual acts 

oldies 

Usually imagery of old material dating pre 2000 

back then missing 

Meme that involve ’nostalgia’ 

infallible logic (black dude thinking and derived) 

Meme that use ’dumb’ logic 

game contradiction 

DSomething contradicted within the game itself 

first word meme 

Refer to a specific meme template 

weabo related 

Refer to people who act like weaboos 

culture bashing 

Usually negatively criticizes or bash another 
culture/country 

concurence attack 

Directly attack a rivalising compagny 

religion related 

Meme related to any religions, if they are 
ethablshed/real or not 

priorities 

Usually someone who have set a priority lower 
than it should 

yandere 

Contains yanderes 

expand brain 

Thing that are usually more dumb are displayed 
as if they were the most smart ideas 



































|plot twist 

Include a plot twist 

|animal pic 

Include picture of an animal 

|unrelation 

Two or more thing unrelated threw together 

|7 sins 

Specific meme template 

Ipathetic 

Specific meme template 

|come with me 

Specific meme template 

jdecouraged 

Include someone whom is usually trying to fix 
something and is decouraged 

|devloping related 

Related to devlopping and programming 

|bandwagon related 

Was within a bandwaggon 

|ashamed by pic/subject 

Specific meme template 

|fidget spinner 

Include fidget spinners 

jthinking meme 

Memes that are variation of the Thinking: emoji 
from Discord™ 

|addiction 

Include addiction, usually to a video game 

|this is fine 

Specific meme template 

|incoherence 

Two or more thing that are incoherent 

|trans related 

Include a transexual context 

Idissapointed dad 

Specific meme template 

hi it pai 

Related to the politician Aj it Pai 

|dumb people related 

Memres related to ’dumb’ people 

|donald trump related 

Is related to the president Donal Trump 

|pun 

Include a pun 

|opinions bashing 

Bash others people views/opinions 

liumpscare 

Someone within the memne getting scared 

jmedium state related 

Often described as Tneta memes', criticizes the 
state or aspect of the site it was posted 

|hitler related 

Related to Hit;ler or Nazis 

|change related message 

Include a change 

|hope for gift 

Specific meme template 

|doot related 

Specific meme template 

|gay related 

Related to gay people 

jposition 

Usually involve someone or something in a 
unusual positions 

|brainlet 

Specific meme drawing type 

Iphotoshop 

The meme include photoshoping fof people 











































aspects] 

|texting 

Usually a private discussion while texting 

|racist 

Meme that are or involve 'racism' 

|concidental 

Meme that include a coincidence 

|dead waiting 

Specific meme template 

jwake up 

Usually involve someone who only react to a 
specific thing 

|north korea 

Involve North Korea and Kim Jong Un 

(incomprehension 

Memre that involve incomprehension 

Ipepe 

Specific meme template 

|who would win 

Specific meme template 

|fbi related 

Related to fbi 

Icalculus related 

Related to mathematic and 'complex' forumlas 

(handicap bashing 

Bash an handicap 

Idoctor related 

Usually involve a discussion with a doctor 

|salt related 

Related to salt [as an emotion] 

jdrawn meme 

Include a meme that was draw, usually in 
Microsoft™ Paint 

|no memes 

Meme that is against memes 

|no swearing 

Specific meme template 

jterorism related 

Related to terorism, usually involve Islam or 
school shhotings 

|vegan related 

Related to vegan 

Isuicidal 

Related to suicide 

|ideal body 

Specific meme template 

jindifference 

Someone whom is neuitral regardless of the 
situation 

|dumb remark 

Invoke a 'dumb' or obvious remark 

|radical zoom 

Specific meme template 

|wowie 

Specific meme template 

(triggered 

Specific meme template 

Iprank 

Involve a 'prank' 

|do it 

Specific meme format 

|button choice 

Specific meme format 

|autism bashing 

Meme that bash on autism 

|dont want this 

Specific meme format 



































jsituational pun 

Meme that involve a pun that xan only be done 
within given context 

(relationship related 

Related to reationship 

jeveryone merne 

Meme related to Discord™'s @everyone or 
@here feature 

|you vs 

Specific meme format 

iconic duo 

Specific meme format 

questionning 

Meme that involve questions 

what if we take that 

Specific meme format 

misc bashing 

Miscellanous bashing 

unreachable goal 

Meme that involve an usually ’unreachable’ goal 

corry in the house 

Specific meme format 

emoji misc 

Meme related to emojis 

just girl things 

Specific meme format 

old man yeah 

Specific meme format 

virgin vs chad 

Specif meme format 

3 actions 

Specific meme format 

scroll of truth 

Specific meme format 

burning room 

Specific meme format 

real shit 

Specific meme format 

laughing employees 

Specific meme format 

guy want one thing 

Specific meme format 

streamer suprise 

Specific meme format 

they care about 

Specific meme format 

unconventional desire 

Specific meme format 

einstein meme 

Involve Albert Einstein 

man of culture 

Specific meme format 

time to stop 

Specific meme format 

star wars 

Involve Star Wars 

elf on a shelf 

Specific meme format 

am i disabled 

Specific meme format 

oh no its retarded 

Specific meme format 

nothing personnel kid 

Specific meme format 

down below 

Specific meme format 

|how did you leam 

Specific meme format 







































get transformed 

Specific meme format 

speechless 

Imply someone whom is left speechless, usually 
either by someone’s sayings or a situations 

dark me 

Specific meme format 

its friday 

Specific meme format 

what scare you 

Specific meme format 


The data 


•/gaming sub-reedit: 


https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/780gg2/its a shame/ 

147574 

Comparative 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6ej 1 gb/so_ubisoft_ha 
s a new logo/ 

145469 

comparative 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 

/comments/6ha5ki/onexboxonex 

box/ 

122982 

Comparative 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/725neq/nascar 2003 
is a masterpiece/ 

110311 

glitch displaying 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/771 i03/when_you_ha 
ve a snack in class and the te 
acher/ 

105836 

communism 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7dvrqr/last man sitti 
ng battle royale game where_p 
layers/ 

101696 

3D animation 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6zqyub/solaire vs re 

y/ 

101203 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6fswu5/you like it/ 

100641 

Miscellanous mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6ao813/bye/ 

98065 

Rekt 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7e3 ipk/some_guy_na 
med tom tried to challenge m 
y high J 

97971 

abase interface manipulation 


























https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7kk701/the best wor 
Id of warcraft cosplay ever/ 

95371 

Cosplay 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6r9gxb/j ust_bought_ 
my first house i dont have m 
uch but i/ 

94222 

Mi scellanous mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6hgo5b/it sure is/ 

93252 

interface manipulation irony 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6z9k02/you think w 
ere_playing this isnt a game b 
oy/ 

92674 

Miscellanous mokery 
contradiction 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6y3 i5p/so_uh_i_gues 
s i spanked my opponent/ 

92303 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/5118gr/in fifa 94 yo 
u could run away from the re 
feree/ 

92161 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6 8 gbnu/when_y ou_u 
ninstall league of legends/ 

89950 

toxicness stituational 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7bdgb9/battlefield_g 
ameplay in a nutshell/ 

89551 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/5 9b8 87/patience_is_ 
key/ 

88556 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7a51au/my bf has a 
decoy mousepad for our cat/ 

88044 

animal cat 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 

/comments/68iqqr/when_people_ 

ask_you_why_you_need_2_mon 

itors/ 

87948 

fear Miscellanous mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/732xkc/checkmate n 
intendo critic izers/ 

87599 

check mate 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/771otr/thanks to the 
devs/ 

87533 

not you 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 

87379 

weird face depressive 



















/comments/70nej 1/its J ust_one_o 
f those days/ 



https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/64xljl/npcs accidentl 
y mimic real life/ 

86961 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6ipo37/1984_duck_h 
unt in vr also includes a 2017 
twist/ 

86817 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6vkthl/fire emblem 
got to real for me/ 

86566 

self-reprimentation interface 
manipulation 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/74m92i/when ninten 
do_asks_you_to_type_in_your_f 
avorite/ 

86248 

sex oriented interface 
manipulation 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7 lwnhl/when you fi 
nd a random_player whos exa 
ctly as/ 

85979 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7kh9p4/canadian_pe 
destrian in gta v/ 

85733 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6ghlqq/ea in a nuts 
hell/ 

85667 

Miscellanous mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7k9m21/one hell of 
a shot/ 

85408 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 

/comments/6n2bxt/ijust_pulled 

offtheliquorholeskydiving 

stunt/ 

85056 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6xx4ei/when someo 
ne asks me how im doing/ 

84952 

S elf-reprimentation 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7fk4hj7never forget 
good guy mario kart 3ds/ 

84708 

semi image macro 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/76dlc5/found_a_mod 
for left for dead 2 that chan 
ges all/ 

84652 

game data manipulation twitter 


















https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/7gdwgu/what_a_time 
to be alive/ 

84440 

sexual oldies 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6smaym/sobs quietly 

/ 

84391 

back then missing 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6v3n26/the eclipse i 
s beautiful/ 

84338 

Miscellanous mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6tosnj/nintendos got 
a new princess in town/ 

82870 

weird face 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 

/comments/6jkthv/rip_second_pl 

ace/ 

82576 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/752bj 3/hmmm/ 

82473 

infallible logic 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6qo 8bu/ this_new_dra 
gon ball z game looks wild/ 

81931 

game data manipulation 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/672d8 5/when_youre_ 
trying to take your time with 
your new/ 

81918 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/63 u7 xw/ the_advanta 
ges of being a poor gamer/ 

81488 

Game mechanic mokery 

https://www.reddit.eom/r/gaming 
/comments/6tn099/if this isnt a 
ccurate/ 

81203 

semi image macro game 
contradiction 


Raw data : 


Meme archive 

Download: 

There was intially 900 files within it, after classification only 624 of them were classified as true 
memes - I also removed the ones created by myself and those who were about insides jokes. 


Classifications: 






































Compiling the data 


Jsing Microsoft™ Excel, I combined the data in both documents. For the r/gaming data, I additioned 

I all upvotes a category and convert it into a graph: 

Data sheet: 
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|The chart above represent the number of upvote each posts of each categories have. 


Jext is the Meme Archive data, this time we will be looking through the amount of each categories 
linstead (as original post and context may not reliable due to varying source : 


Data sheet: 
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Analysing the data 


I For r/gaming, the most populars memes seem to be about the mokery of game, comparatives, interface 
manipulation, bandwagon related and miscellanous mokery. It is worth nothing that the category 
bandwagon related is 4 th beside having just 3 memes in it. This may be caused due to the fat that 
pandwaggon are usually about an existing issue that either worsen or is elaborate furher [on why it is 
problematic] on why it need change, if multiple people want said change it is logical that some are 
willing to upvote memes whom they wouldn’t have upvoted normally to raise the issue. 

Regarding the meme archive, ’bandwagon related’ is top ranking category meme wise for presumably 
the same reason as mentionned earlier. The second dominated category is ’medium state related' or 
’meta memes', the recent (2016-2017) exposure of'fake news' may have something to do with it as 
more people are likely to have became aware of the 'flaws' of the media and thus, memes happend. 

The third category, 'sex oriented' comes third, , most reddit users 

are between 18-25 years old, hence it is normal that some meme use "dark humor" as the userbase is 
more nature. 

Source: 


Most of the high ranked category on both visualisations show that memes are more likely to compare, 
hate or mock. One could argue that , but most memes outside of bandwagons 

are mostly jokes and have no negative intent. However mems within bandwagon can indeed have a 
negative impact. 



The impact of memes 

Bandwagon are often based on hate regarding an issue. The more things people will have to bash on 
said problem, the more they seem satisfied. However, , 

while it is often the case regarding politics, it is safe to assume the same can be done for non political 
subject. 

'Heptameme' experiment 

Context: Around October 20 th 2017 on the subreddit r/runescape, a bandwagon around RuneScape 3's 
microtransactions was happening, back thren I already had the theory that people did not fact check, so 
I tested it. I posted I said I datamined "chance boosters". However the tool to datamine 

such info are publicly aviable and some people who posted on said thread had the knowledge to check 
if it was real or not but none did. The "chance boosters" itself are purely an invention of mine; I 
literally just changed a string of text of an existing file using an HEX editor, but the ’Apple Jubilee' 
promotion info was legitimate [and was not yet know to the general public prior]. Since it was during a 
bandwagon it got 82 upvotes (77% positive ones) and 3.3k views. I think the reason that people did not 
fact-check was because it tunneled their hate towards Jagex [RuneScape's owners] and 
microtransactions but also because it was also an half-truth, wich is probably why these users cabable 
of fact-checking did not [they already knew about the promotion, wich was truthful]. 

In political and news-related subreddit such as r/worldnews the a,mount of people who only read titles 
and skip directly to the comment is hudge. If something is obviously wrong or is a byproduct of 
propaganda it will be likely to be called out in the top comments. However if it is a few lie in a "sea " 
of truth, it is more likely that the one whom would have normally spotted it would just assume it is the 
truth, especially if it is an etablished trustworthy news source. 


The illusory truth 

'Knowledge Does Not Protect Against Illusory Truth' is a scientific paper that was released for 'Journal 
of Experimental Psychology: General (2015, Vol. 144, No. 5, 993-1002)' that demonstrate that if an 
information, regardless of the knowledge if it is true or not, will affect our brain, see the following 
quote: 



66 In daily ife, we frequently encounter false claims in the form of consumer advertisements, 
political 

propaganda, and rumors Repetition may be one way that insidious misconceptions, such as the 
belief that vitamin C prevents the common cold, enter our knowledge base. Research on the 
illusory truth effect demonstrates that repeated statements are easier to process, and 
subsequently perceived to be more truthful, than new statements. The prevailing assumption in 
the literature has been that knowledge constrains this effect (i.e., repeating the statement “The 
Atlantic Ocean is the largest ocean on Earth’ will not make you believe it). We tested this 
assumption using both normed estimates of knowledge and individuals’ demonstrated knowledge 
on a postexperimental knowledge check (Experiment 1). Contrary to prior suppositions, illusory 
truth effects occurred even when participants knew better. Multinomial modeling demonstrated 
that participants sometimes rely on fluency even if knowledge is also available to them 
(Experiment 2). Thus, participants demonstrated knowledge neglect, or the failure to rely on 
stored knowledge, in the face of fluent processing experiences. ^ 

Source : 

This prove that even with the knowledge, one can be victim of the illusory truth. Such techniques could 
be very well be used with memes, most memes are template based and thus the message they tell can 
vary, but some aren't "templatable", a common occurrence with such memes are most gifts that show a 
specific context. If a memes get reposted/shared multiple times or multiple memes using different 
formats but send the roughtly the same message (bandwagons are a good exemple of this). 


Setting up a bandwagon 

Most if not all bandwagons have all one thing in common: people are against a specific person/thing 
together. Using a single memes as propaganda would maybe affect a few people but wouldn’t do much 
in the grand schemes of things. However, setting up a bandwagon that is against a specific issue and 
therefore, have chances to spawn memes against it would be obviously more effective. As mentionned 
earlier, regardless of the truth, seeing multiple memes that are against somethig would create the 
illusory truth. Most bandwagons are often about an already etablished issue and that something or 
someone do something that trigger more hatred toward it. It is possible to set up a bandwagon about 
either a new or orchestrated issue, a good exemple of this the . While 4chan did 

not create the intial issue, a series of 4chan disscusion logs seem to imply that fake Twitter accounts 
were used to fuel the bandwagon hate. Fake accounts on the internet are a common occurrence, things 
such as exist to spread propaganda and chaos, so in theory orchestrating a 

bandwagon would not be implausible. 


The potential effects on marketing 


Jot only politics could be potentially affected by propagantized memes, video games or others 
products could be too. While it is very unlikely that a game compagny would orchestrate a bandwagon 
against themselves as it could propably hurt the game's sales and/or profit, general memes concerning a| 
specific video games would not be impossible. If the memes describe a 'funny' element or just 
incoherent/unlogical then it technically promotes their game hence creating potential consumers. If a 
game is trending then, it wouldn’t suprising or questionned if the game spawn multiple memes. It could | 
)e plausible that game devloppers ask their staff to make memes out of their games in order to 
ladvertise. 


How relative a propagantised meme would be? 

Like everything else, there is trends within memes, one format could be more popular than another 
during a specific timeframe. However, even if the memes format is relative to trend, it seems like the 
general focus of memes (see: compiling the data) tend to be mostly the same. Those specific memes 
classes seem to last longer but they are still technically trends and thus, are subject to potential changes. 


Why use memes for propaganda? 

One could ask of why would anyone use memes for propaganda, the answer is simple: memes. 

Memes themselves are literal jokes; they are almost never taken seriously. This is the perfect weakness 
to exploit as most propably think that memes couldn’t possibly be used for propaganda. 


The conditions chart 


[Here's a chart of conditions that would be considered during the creation of propagantised memes: 

Is there an ongoing bandwagon? 

Yes No 


Green = if condition is met 
= if condition is NOT met 


Potentials outcomes: 


Potentials outcomes: 

• Meme will bash on isue 

• Will expand the issue further 
(Abase and mockery, will 
likely be used in both cases) 

Does it hit the front page? 
Failure Win 


Attempt to create one 

* Spread different memes 
at various times and 
occasions 


Will likely be 
forgotten 
(Failure) 


Peple start to 
to post memes 
in relations 


Failure 



The 'memetical' probabilities formula 

It is possible to somewhat predict how sucessful a meme could be with this specific forumla, of course 
everything is relative and nothing is guaranteed, but I think it is possible to predict a plausible outcome 
using patern observations. First we need to know how the average of how much meme posts are 
upvoted the desrired sub, to get a good estimate, it would be better to look at 8 hours P.M as most trafic 
already passed. After we need to determine the effect a bandwagon would have, this the hardest part as 
we don’t have much data regarding the analytics, so we will use the data gatherered earlier. To do, I 
compiled the number of memes in each categories: 


|comparative 

3 

Iglitch displaying 

1 

|communism 

1 

|3D animation 

1 

|Game mechanic mokery 

14 

|Miscellanous mokery 

6 

|Rekt 

1 

|abase 

1 

|interface manipulation 

4 

|cosplay 

2 

|irony 

1 

Icontradiction 

2 

|toxicness 

1 

|stituational 

1 

|animal pic 

1 

|fear 

1 

|check mate 

1 

|not you 

1 

Ibandwagon related 

3 

|weird face 

2 

|depressive 

1 

|self-reprimentation 

2 

|sex oriented 

1 

|semi image macro 

2 

|game data manipulation 

2 

|twitter 

1 

Isexual 

1 | 

































Mbackthen 


missing 


Ijmfelliblejogic^ 


^s you can see, the only category with a number equal to the category bandwagon is the 'comparative' 
Icategory but both share a meme so we can't take that, so we will take 'weird face' instead. The toytal 
lamount of upvotes the 'bandwagon related' category got is 320 774, regarding 'weird face’ category it is 
|l 70 249. Since there is a hudge gap in the data, I decided to divide them by the amount of post they 
lave so it is more equal. Regarding 'bandwagon related’ it result in 105 925 and for 'weird face’ 85 125 
|(data have been rounded up as half-upvotes dosen't exist). After dividing 105 925 by 85 125,1 came to 
|the conclusion that post are 1,244346549192364 (or simply 1,25)% more upvoted during bandwagons. 

low regarding memes categories, as we don’t have direct access of the post and context they originate 
Ifirom, so the amount will be used determine probability. So here's the formula: 


MPU 1 AVG = X 

X / 100 [+ 1,25 IF BW = TRUE] FV = TUA 
VARIABLES: 

MPU = Meme post upvote 
AVG = Average 

TUA = theoretical upvote amount 

FV = [MEME ARCHIVE] FREQUENCE VALUE (AMOUNT) 
BW = [ONGOING] BANDWAGON 
I = ADD UP [UPVOTE OF MPUS IN THIS CASE] 


iTextual format: 

ImPU 2 AVG = X 

/ 100 [+ 1,25 IF BW = TRUE] FV = TUA 
/ariablcs: 

|MPU = Meme post upvote 
WG = Average 

|TUA = Theoretical upvote amount 
IFV = [Meme archive] frequence value (amount) 
IBW = [Ongoing] bandwagon 
|S = Add up [upvote of MPUs in this case] 









[Explanation 

iTo calculate the predicted amount a specific memes class would get would get, we need to first get the 
[average of the upvotes meme posts got as described earlier, once the upvote average is obtained, we 
Inow proceed to divide it [the average] by 100. If there is an ongoing bandwagon, add 1,25 to the result. 
lOnce done multiply it by the frequence value, it is the amount memes within a the meme class in the 
Imeme archive as described earlier. If the meme can fit into multiple category then add them. Normally 
Ithis formula should give you the amount of base upvotes the memes should normally have, of course 
[everything is relative and multiple factor can affect it. As mentionned earlier, I recommend posting it at | 
|7 A.M as it is when there is the higher traffic, you can also check at wich period of time the upvote 
Iratio is higher or lower (in relation to 6,8 of users that upvotes). 

lExemple: 

[Let's say we post a meme with a weird face, we will also use placeholder values that was grabbed at 7 
|P.M on r/gaming on 2018-01-20,, this example will not include a bandwagon: 

|MPU 2 AVG = X (9300, average of meme post upvotes) 

/ 100 = 93 [+ 1,25 IF BW = TRUE] FV (62 as it is a weird face memes) = TUA (8556 estimated 
ipvotes) 


Conclusion & How to fight back 

lit is crystal clear that memes may be a 'great' source of ’entertainment’ but they can also be great tool to 
|spread propaganda. While Reddit was the focus in this document, it is obvious that larger social media 
datforms could be also targeted by propagantised memes.As Mark Twain said "It's easier to fool 
people than to convince them that they have been fooled.", I think propganda is very difficult to 
rndonc. So as an addendum, I will tell what is my theory to fight back against such thing. One thing 
Ithat is clear is that most people on the internet does enjoy memes, so I think attempting to even regulate| 
Ithem would cause a similar contreversy as the Net Neutrality Repeal. I think the only viable way is to 
|fight fire with fire, memes vs memes. If there would be a large amount of memes about propaganda, it 
/ould probably affect people’s mind on the long term (see: the Illusory truth). I am very conscient that 
Ithis document itself is both a warning and a tool. Regardless, only future will tell wich side will have 
Itake adventage of the document's content. 


